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MINUTES

Friends of Apex Park Improvements Group

Wednesday 11th July 2007, 3.15pm

At

Apex Park Office, off Marine Drive, Highbridge

Present:
Joyce Beard (JB), Tony Lynham (TL), Maurice White (MW), Fay Burston (FB), Derek Chivers (DC), Stan Smith (SS), Tricia Short (TS), Kate Avery (KA), Dave Aggett (DA), Dan Eshghi (DE), Patrick Stokes (PS), Clive Cheesley (CC)



1. Apologies –
Mary Draper, Eileen Picton, Harley Cook, Adrian Gardner, Jean Hinton, Keith Hinton
2. Notes of previous Meeting – Wednesday 6th June 2007 were agreed as a true and accurate account.
3. Green Flag Award – Update
KA reported that Apex Park had been successful in gaining the Green Flag Award this year.  Embargoed from public release until the 18th July when Baroness Kay Andrews, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, will announce national results. SDC Press Office to issue local press release once embargo lifted. Flag raising ceremony at Apex Park to be organised by SDC, Friends Group will be invited.

JB wishes to make sure press releases correctly name Chair of the Group.

4. Park Ranger Office/Information Point - Update

Training in Customer Care/Lone Working needs to take place. Caroline Derrick (CD) from Support Services at SDC will provide five-hour training session at Apex Park Office. Thursday 6th September chosen by group as date for training.

Note: Training letter and response form requesting all Friends to reply sent with this set of minutes.

DE raised the question if Friend or volunteer did not attend training would they still be able to use office if someone who was trained was present. KA thought for insurance purposes all volunteers using the office or volunteering for manning the park information point would require training but will check and report to next meeting.  List of names of volunteers who want to use office/have the training to be provided at next meeting.

To use computer in office Friends need to use individual personal log-ons and passwords. SDC I.T. to issue once Friends read terms of usage and signed accompanying form.  There will be no general log-on.

Friends Website – short training session to be provided once other training carried out.

5. Children’s Play Survey
Lyndia Hind, Somerset Rural Youth Project, undertaking community consultation on playscape at Apex Park. Surveys sent to 900 residences in the area, face-to-face consultation to take place. SDC will use information to help draw down money from the BIG Lottery to improve the Children’s Play area at the Park.

6. Breathing Places
TL reported £9,000 received into the group’s current account, transferred to savings account to ear interest until ready to spend.

TL spoken to Peter Burke of Sanders needs plant list and amount of seed required.  Group discussed other nurseries that may be able to provide plants/seed and stock Sanders.  TL thought building good relations with Sanders, as local firm could be beneficial for future.

Sub-group for Friends ‘Breathing Places’ project was discussed. TL, DC, SS, JB agreed to be on the sub-group.  MW and TS might be able to be involved.  Date set for first ‘Breathing Places’ sub=group, Wednesday 18th July at 3.15pm at the Apex Office.

7. Any other business

7.1 Play Day 1st August 2007 
FB represented Friends Group at the Play Day meeting to look at site layout of attractions and reported whole of the park to be used.

Climbing wall and zip line to be located near the football pitch, bouncy slide and ambulance parked down end near higher risk activities.  Guides not able to attend, aim to try and get Scouts. Drumzone, Circus Skills will be located away from houses to cause least nuisance. A marquee will be located near the car park, second marquee located at the other end of the park.  Tennis near Parsons Road.  Other activities include Golf, Forest School and King Alfred’s school water activity.

Friends helping with stewarding at entrances (requires 8 people) and general stewarding around Park activities.  Event runs 10.00am – 3.00pm.  FB passed list of Friends who volunteered on to Rosie Pike.  Meeting prior to event will be 12.00pm at Apex Park Office, Monday 23rd July.  Friends welcome to attend. 

7.2 Water Fountain at St Andrew’s School
JB reported Governors of ST Andrews School agreed water fountain outside the building.  DA said Apex is public place, school not run as open public area and SDC Environmental Health did not support Apex Park having a water fountain installed.

7.3 Toilets
Signs say toilets close at 7pm, sometimes locked earlier.  DA will report back to supervisor of toilet blocks in area.  KA to ask Cindy Tee/Ann Haggett at Burnham-on-Sea Tourist Office about obtaining RADAR key for Friends to hold in office. 

7.4 Bird Box Day
JB requested a bird box-building event at Apex, JB/DE set date of Thursday 23rd August for event.  KA reported no spare capacity to help with event but flagged up that there are several things DE would need to check and put in place prior to running such an event.  DA flagged up requirement for a risk assessment.  DE to check and arrange what is required for him to run event in accordance with best practice and report progress back to JB.

JB would like event publicised at Apex Park Open Day 1st August, to go in ‘What’s On’ and on Apex Park information board.  DE to confirm if event able to go ahead on date set and provide event details (time/meeting place.,) to JB and KA for publicity purpose.

7.5 Coffee Morning
Big Tea Christian Aid event, Friday 21st September. The Group decided not to take part in event.

7.6 Pedestrian Crossing/Zebra Crossing request

HC contacted by couple who would like a pedestrian/zebra crossing to be installed on Marine Drive to aid crossing road/access to the Park.  DC and Friends felt would be a good thing for the area and supported. KA to draft a letter with JB on behalf of Friends Group and send to SCC Highways.


   7.7
Blue-Green Algae treatment

DA received delivery of blue-green algae treatment.  Arranging with DE to treat the lakes at Apex with aim of preventing algae bloom later this year.

7.7 Park Security
DC reported incident of parking/sleeping overnight in car park.  DC spoken to Clean Surrounding requesting new sign ‘Gates locked at Dusk’.  DA agreed to chase.  Park bylaws – DE to have copy in Apex office for information.



To Note
DC reported lady had broken leg on previous Saturday, ambulance attended Apex Park.  DC believed lady’s dog and another dog were involved in the incident.

Sea Cadets have started to come down to Apex and row on the first lake.

8. Date & Time of Next meeting

Wednesday 22nd August, 3.15pm at Apex Park Office

Diary:

· Apex Play Day: Wednesday 1st August, 10am – 3pm

· Bird Box event – Thursday 23rd August, tbc

· Friends Training: Thursday 6th September, Apex Park Office, time tbc

· Friends Group visit to Sticky Wicket, Dorset: Thursday 13th September, details tbc

Request: JB has requested that Friends keep empty margarine pots (500g size) with lids for children to use in seed sowing of wildflower meadow to take place later this year.

