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MINUTES

Friends of Apex Park Improvements Group

Thursday 22nd November 2007 at 3.00pm

At

Apex Park Office, off Marine Drive, Highbridge

Present:
Joyce Beard JB

Chairperson


Tony Lynham TL
Treasurer


Harley Cook HC
Sedgemoor District Council


Kate Avery

Sedgemoor District Council

Cllr Joe Leach
JL
Sedgemoor District Council


Derek Chivers DC
Security and Marketing


Iain Turner IA

Environment Agency

Maurice White MW


Ron Parker RP


Stan Smith SS


Mary Draper MD


Eileen Picton EP

1. Apologies:
Patricia Short, Clive Cheesley, Fay Burston, Jane Smith
2. Minutes of last Meeting: 
Revised address list – response good. KA will bring updated list to next meeting. 

Pedestrian crossing – Cllr Leach attended meeting to inform the Group on the campaign for pedestrian crossing and speed camera along Marine Drive. Various options have been looked at, speed bumps and chicanes not suitable due to fire station and carnival requirements, and a pedestrian crossing is the best option. SCC Leader of Council supportive of idea and SCC agreed in principle to a crossing subject to evidence being provided.  A speed watch will be set up shortly to help provide evidence of need. 

3. Fishing habitat improvements:

Iain Turner, Fisheries Officer, Environment Agency gave a presentation. A bid has been put together to improve fishing stations at Apex and provision for floating eco-islands. An event day could also be held at the park next year where professional anglers would come along and coach people and offer an introduction to people keen to try fishing. Friends supported bid and welcomed fishing event at Apex next year. 

Highbridge Angling Association contacted Environment Agency about fish being stolen from Apex Lake. Problem needs to be addressed in keeping fish in the deeper fishing lake area away from the shallow water of the boating/bird feeding lake. Various options discussed, ideal solution would be to segregate the two areas below the water line and then move the fish back to fishing lake. Friends Group agreed underwater barrier should go ahead subject to Health and Safety considerations and the needs of other user groups (such as boaters) are addressed. Iain agreed to work with Highbridge Angling Association and Sedgemoor District Council to come up with best practice ideas for a way forward that will then be put to Sedgemoor District Council for consideration. HC is prepared in principle to put some money towards match funding this project, if budgets are not cut next year.

4. Breathing Places:
Seed sowing day went well, good press coverage. Plug plants on order for delivery after Easter next year. Further details will be arranged at next Friends meeting.

5. Any other business:
SS - Cyclists dismount sign, DA to arrange fix.

JB - Second flagpole, concrete base put down, flagpole will be installed in due course.

JB - Daffodil bulbs planting, Friends to meet Friday 30th November, 10.30am near Children’s Play area to   plant. 

DC - reported rat problem in gardens alongside park. DA to speak to pest control who may be able to put a bait station out.

TL – BOS Town Council have small grants community groups can apply for, deadline 7th December 2007. Group agreed Friends should apply for contribution towards history panel, which is being produced.

TL - No news on grant for swan seat at present time.

TL - Bike rack not replaced. HC to arrange with Bill Smith at SDC.

TL – Approached by someone wishing to hold a festival day at Apex next year. Tony to feedback contact details to person of who they need to apply to at SDC to hire park and get license. 

HC – Dog Walking leaflets now printed and copies at Apex Office

6. Date of next meeting
Thursday – 3pm on 24th January 2008 – Apex Park Information Point
