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MINUTES

Friends of Apex Park Improvements Group

Thursday 24th January 2008 at 3.00pm

At

Apex Park Office, off Marine Drive, Highbridge

Present:
Joyce Beard JB

Chairperson


Tony Lynham TL
Treasurer


Harley Cook HC
Sedgemoor District Council


Kate Avery KA

Sedgemoor District Council

David Aggett DA
Sedgemoor District Council


Derek Chivers DC
Security and Marketing



Stan Smith SS


Mary Draper MD


Eileen Picton EP


Patricia Short PSh


Fay Burston FB


Jean Hinton JH


Patrick Stokes PS


Clive Cheesley CC


Cllr Neville Jones Cllr NJ

1. Apologies: None received
2. Notes of previous meeting: 
The notes of the previous meeting approved.

Matters arising:

Bike rack - checks made on whereabouts, still missing. TL suggested applying for small grant from SDC to replace. Action – HC to advise TL on cost of bike rack/s, TL to apply for SDC grant to fund, HC offered to match fund.

Cyclists dismount sign. Job placed with contractor and should be in park soon.

Rat Problem. DA advised SDC pest controller has carried out survey of bank, found evidence of rats moving around but no nests. Will continue to monitor, but concerns about baiting of this area due to proximity of lakes.

Swan seat grant – TL reported he has received a grant for the swan seat from Cllr Rosemary Parsons. HC to match fund, two seats to be ordered with aim to install prior to Easter. Invite press along when installed and Cllr Parsons to say thank you. 

TL reported grant application to BOS&H Town Council was successful with an award of £125.00 towards interpretation panel. TL, JB, DC to accept cheque on behalf of group at next town council meeting on 4th February, 6.45pm (photographs to be taken).

Flag – DA to rehang Apex flag.

3. Breathing Places Project – plug planting
HC reported that 9,500 plug plants have been ordered from national wild flower company, with delivery date of Tuesday 22nd April. Clean Surroundings to take delivery, store, water and supply a couple of staff members on organised planting days to work alongside Friends Group plug planting. HC to draw up plan planting scheme of species, aim to plant in drifts. Clean Surroundings will also water plants for period after planting if a dry spell.

Group agreed to hold two planting days with local schools on Wednesday 23rd, Thursday 24th April, (with Friday as the optional alternative day) and to concentrate on involving the Junior and Secondary schools. 

KA to establish commitment/involvement of the schools on planting days and feedback to next meeting.  

Family Planting Day, Saturday 26th April, Friends members to contact various groups regarding this date and see what interest and commitment there is to get involved.  Friends to feedback to the next meeting.  Groups mentioned include Sea Scouts, Navy and Air Force Cadets, Huntspill and Highbridge Scouts. HC agreed to fund Clean Surroundings staff to help with event if required. 

Idea to group 4 or 5 children with an adult for planting, 10 plug planters ordered, others may have own planting tools they can bring along to help. Will need as many Friends as possible to volunteer to help on the project planting days. 

DA to arrange through scavenge of meadow area several days prior to event so dog mess is cleared. HC will contact dog wardens to cover extra patrols near to event. 

If there is a need for extra volunteers, advertise nearer the date on park information board, local press. Group hope to gain good press coverage of events.

4. Apex Park Information Point/Office
HC reported limited progress. The information point has been complete for several months; training of those Friends interested in helping to man the information point has taken place.  The office keys are cut and ready to hand out but HC can not issue keys until risk assessment for the office and activity of running the information point have been signed off. Friends will also be required to sign a volunteer policy and agreement when SDC Executive has approved draft policy. HC to chase risk assessment and volunteer policy sign off. 
5. Any other business
DC reported to Clean Surroundings youths throwing contents of dog bins around. This activity seems to have stopped at moment. TS also reports some anti-social behaviour within park in daylight hours. 

DC – reported bin lost at top entrance of park, managed to rescue another bin from being vandalised.  HC agreed to order five countryside bins, in keeping with the style of the other bins in the park if Clean Surroundings install.

TL –Group bank balance healthy at £7,550.00 to date. Much of this is committed to the Breathing Places project with expenditure expected in April.

DA – information board needs reinstating, DA spoken to Arien signs to arrange.

HC – footpaths flooded at Apex recently, queried whether any damage had been reported. DA not aware of any damage reported. 

PSh – Heard of £230,000 grant award. HC explained this money awarded from Big Lottery for District, £170,000 for a Play Ranger service over the next three years, which would concentrate on key parks within areas of deprivation, and £60,000 for upgrading the play area at Apex which will be matched with £60,000 of developer contributions and look to go out to tender for a mixture of natural play and traditional cutting edge equipment.

FB – Seemed to be less vandalism when a ranger was allocated to Apex. Felt it could to be costing the council more to repair damage than employ the ranger. HC agreed, but with the current climate of SDC making up to 50 people redundant in the coming year, he could not see a positive change for the position of a ranger.

Cllr Jones – thanked the group for what it has achieved over a short period of time. Queried what had happened towards achieving a water fountain? HC reported that money had been set aside for the project but Environmental Health stepped in and wouldn’t allow it to go ahead.

JH – Reported large amount of dog mess in the park at the moment. 

6. Date and time of next meeting
Thursday 6th March, 3.00pm, Apex Park Office 
