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 NOTES OF THE


 APEX PARK 


IMPROVEMENTS GROUP 


MEETING HELD ON


 25th SEPTEMBER 2008


 AT


APEX PARK OFFICE


 

Meeting Commenced:  3.00 p.m. 

Meeting Concluded: 4.45 p.m.  

 

Present: Joyce Beard (Chairperson), Fay Burston (Vice Chairperson), Tony Lynham (Treasurer), Derek Chivers (Security), Eileen Picton, Mary Draper, Neville Jones, Stan Smith, Maurice White, Ron Parker, Patricia Short, Patrick Stokes, Clive Cheesley, Dave Aggett (Sedgemoor District Council), Harley Cook and Marina Dunstone (SDC). 
1. Apologies for Absence

Received from Sue, Jean and Keith. 

2. Notes of Previous Meeting – Thursday 17th July 2008

RESOLVED: The notes were accepted and signed by the 

Chairperson as a true record. 

3. Treasurers Report

         TL reported a balance of £15.94 and £4,222.93 in reserves. 
4. Members concerns 

· A litterbin should be installed next to seating area. HC reported that the number of litterbins in the park was planned to be reviewed by SDC. 

      Clive Cheesley arrived at 3.10 p.m. 

· Dogs had been seen within the children’s play area

· Lighting needed to be improved due to trees growing over them and some not working. 

RESOLVED: HC and MD from SDC would arrange for a letter to be written to Somerset County Council requesting them to upgrade the lighting.   

· No boating leaflets were available for members of the public. 

RESOLVED: Clive would obtain boating leaflets for the Apex Park Information Point. 

· TL reported that he had received a letter from Breathing Spaces/Big Lottery including a support pack explaining how to arrange a special events day but that  they did not return his call. 

· MW was concerned that he would not receive the fishing station grant prior to the deadline date. HC informed members that this was subject to a freeway agreement and was nearly ready to sign. He was disappointed that the legal department had not yet put the agreement together to date. 

RESOLVED: HC would chase the legal department for the agreement to be signed as soon as possible.  

· MD mentioned that she had read in the Weston Daily Press that two swans had swallowed fishhooks (dated 19th September 2008). 

· Dogs had been spotted off leads on cycle paths and also in the lake when officially this is not allowed
· Ragwort had been seen in various places in the park. HC mentioned that this needed to be pulled out before it flowers. 

RESOLVED: It was agreed that a volunteer ‘ragwort pulling’ day should be arranged in May 2009. 

5. Wildflower Interpretation Board 

HC presented a draft copy for members to view. He reported several areas for amendments that members agreed to. 

RESOLVED: HC/MD (SDC) would proceed with the amendments to create two, A1 information boards; one to be sited near the meadow, the other near the path.  

6. Brick Yard History Interpretation Board 

HC and MD presented an A0 draft for members to view. It was previously agreed to install the board next to the picnic area adjacent to the footpath but this required checking. Members who worked on the project were thanked for all their help. 

It was agreed to combine agenda items 7 and 8. 

7/8.   Butterfly Presentation/Talk & Annual day out – ideas

PS suggested that butterflies should be encouraged into the park. TL agreed that an educational visit to obtain advice and information for the FOAP would be useful.

RESOLVED: MD (SDC) would arrange for an educational visit to take place to a butterfly farm on either of the following dates and would inform members: 

· 23rd October 2008

· 13th November 2008

· 27th November 2008 
9. Play Rangers at Apex Park 

        HC reported that Play Rangers had begun their taster sessions, one of the 

        sites located at Apex Park. From 1st October 2008, Apex Park would have 

        its own weekly play ranger scheme on Wednesdays 4.00 p.m. – 6 .00 p.m. which 

        was free to children and paid for by the Big Lottery Fund. 

10. Boules Pitch Update – Cllr Mike Mansfield
        RESOLVED: Deferred to the next agenda. 
11. Computer training and risk assessment
HC reported that he was awaiting a response from the insurance officers regarding the public liability for the FOAP. 

Forms were signed by JB, DC and FB agreeing to the terms and conditions for using the PC at Apex Information Point. 

12. Bulb planting for spring 2009 (when to plant and where) 
         HC reported that Clean Surroundings would be providing bulbs and press

         releases had gone out to Parish Council’s with James Presley being the    

         contact person. 

RESOLVED: DA would order bags of daffodil bulbs for the FOAP so the planting could commence end October/November 2008. A proposed date for 27th November was agreed. 

13.   Marine Cove Gardens
        HC informed members that a further discussion surrounding the Heritage 

        Lottery Bid for Marine Cove would be taking place soon. HC asked if any FOAP 

        would be interested in becoming a ‘Friend’ of Marine Cove? The HLF 

        requires evidence for community engagement in order to obtain funding to              

        refurbish the area. 

        The shelters were debated at some length.  

         RESOLVED: 

i)   HC would bring plans for the new shelters to the next meeting. 

ii) Two members volunteered to become friends of Marine Cove:

   (FB and DC) 

14. Groundwork Grant Opportunities

         HC informed members that a meeting was scheduled with Alex Picot from the 

         organisation on 29th September 2008 to find out more information. 

15. Any other business

        Members reported back to the Group. 

16.  Date and time of next meeting

         No date was arranged due to the bulb planting and possible day out 

         to the butterfly sanctuary being planned soon. 

Marina Dunstone (Parks and Open Spaces project Officer) was welcomed to the Group. She had recently began her new position as HC’s assistant at Sedgemoor District Council. She could be contacted on 01278 435 512 or via email at: marina.dunstone@Sedgemoor.gov.uk should members need to contact her. 

         Signed………………………………………………….  Dated……………………



     Chairperson 
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