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MINUTES

Friends of Apex Park Improvements Group

Thursday 6th March 2008 at 3.00pm

At

Apex Park Office, off Marine Drive, Highbridge

Present:
Joyce Beard JB


Chairperson


Tony Lynham TL

Treasurer


Derek Chivers DC

Security and Marketing



Harley Cook HC

Sedgemoor District Council


Kate Avery KA


Sedgemoor District Council



Sue Quatermass
 SQ

BOSH Regeneration Partnership

Stan Smith SS


Mary Draper MD


Eileen Picton EP

Maurice White MW


Ron Parker RP


Cllr Neville Jones Cllr NJ

Apologies: 

Fay Burston FB
David Aggett DA


Patricia Short PSh

Jean Hinton JH
1. Notes of previous meeting: 
Bike rack – TL reported that BOS&H Town Council has donated a bike rack to Apex Park. HC agreed to pay installation.

Cyclist Dismount sign – HC spoken to DA prior to meeting and understands sign is now in place.

Two swan seats ordered, soon to arrive.  SDC to invoice Friends group for cost of one of the seats and to arrange installation.  Decision of location of seats on grass bank near side of car park taken at end of meeting.  

Flag – still unable to raise as problems with location of correct key.

Five new black bins now installed around the park.

2. Breathing Places Project 
KA reported King Alfred’s would bring after-school science group of approximately 15 students to help with plug planting on Wednesday 23rd April at 3.10pm. St John’s C of E School will bring 60 pupils to help on Thursday 24th April, 10.00am, with staff ratio of approximately one adult to eight children. 

JB reported approaches have been made to Cadets, Brownies, and Guides.  Brownies can bring along approximately 15 Brownies and 3 leaders on Saturday 26th April in the morning; Sea Scouts have indicated they can be involved on Saturday but unable to give numbers or time available at this stage due to involvement with St. George’s Day celebrations.

Cllr J. suggested Group could contact St John’s Ambulance Cadets, and if still in existence Sedgemoor Conservation Volunteers.  SQ recommended Highbridge Youth Club and the Bay Centre as further possibilities to approach.

Decision made to keep planting as managed events with schools and Friends volunteers and on Saturday with Groups Friends have directly contacted and not to publicise/advertise Saturday as a ‘Family Day’. 

Plug plants are due to be delivered to Clean Surroundings depot on Tuesday 22nd April. Need for DA or HC to contact plant company few days prior to this delivery to request a timed delivery on 22nd April. Invoice will be sent once delivery taken place and prompt payment expected.

HC hoped that he would have a new assistant in place by time of the events who could help out with the project.  

JB is collecting trays, which will help volunteers carry the plant plugs around on event days.

Sub-meeting arranged for Monday 21st April, 11.00am, Apex Park Office to discuss logistics of planting events taking place that week. Members who wish to be involved in plug planting should aim to come to this meeting with their availability to help on the three event dates of the 23rd/24th and 26th April, or inform JB/HC of their availability prior to this meeting so necessary planning can take place at meeting.

Initial indication of availability was taken:

HC (and assistant, if available), JB, SS (Weds and Thurs) and possibly JS, TL (Weds & Thur) MW (possibly Weds & Thur), MD (Wed & Thur), EP (Wed & Thur)

DC gave his apologies but will not be able to attend as on holiday that week.

3. River Brue Arts Festival – Sue Quartermass
SQ working on a visual arts festival connected to the River Brue, which is to be held on weekend of 2nd and 3rd August.  Funding received from SDC is £2,500 and Highbridge Town Council £100.  Theme of festival is the environment of the River Brue, with focus on getting people to know and explore their local surrounds. 

The Brue walkway/cycleway-connecting Highbridge to Burnham will be utilised and various different groups and artists will be involved in the Festival’s activities from young children to people in residential homes.  As Apex Park is adjacent to the Brue there is also an opportunity to incorporate the Park into Festival activities, for example, a temporary willow sculpture on  a floating island on Apex lake and an arts marquee set up on the fishing day run by the Environment Agency on the 3rd August.  The Highbridge History project will be putting on a history exhibition, and a photographic competition/exhibition is to be held asking people to submit their favourite pictures taken along the River Brue.

JB asked if U3A could be involved in the festival with something similar to ‘Art in the Park’, which was an event held several years ago. SQ explained there was only so much she could personally organise but if U3A wish to be involved she would be happy to link their activities where appropriate.

4. Fishing stations and habitat improvements 
The grant application submitted by Iain Turner, Environment Agency, for fishing improvements at Apex has been successful.  £25,000 has been awarded for a series of projects, HC can match fund up to £5,000 and with the available money it is hoped the projects will be carried out swiftly.  Project to be completed are new fishing stations incorporating disabled access, a barrier across Apex strait, floating eco islands and two public fishing events and educational days to take place on 3rd August and 14th September.

MW reported that IT is liasing with the different interest groups on what is the preferred barrier across the strait and will provide feedback to HC.

Updates on progress will be provided to future Friends meetings.

5. Any other business
MD – skateboard area lights were still on at 10.45pm and litter building up in reeds.

SS – sign leading into park near Delta Works has been defaced. 

DC – lights in toilets reported as not working.

Action on above items: KA to report to Clean Surroundings for attention

Cllr J – Tour of Britain, what was being done to accommodate? HC has received a request for use of the Apex car park for coach parking related to the event on 9th September.  Access to Marine Drive is to be shut during the event. The Group discussed and felt it was no problem for coach parking if the road was closed for car drivers. HC to feed back to Andrew Woodward at SDC Friends view.

HC – Date of this year’s PlayDay at Apex Park, Wednesday 6th August, 10.00am – 3.00pm. National theme is ‘Risk and Play’. Various activities similar to last year in process of being booked and looking to have further food concession on-site this year. 

TL – With various events taking place at the park this year, important to have food concessions for events. Action: HC to feed back Friends views to next PlayDay Committee meeting. 

SQ – Producing a regular free full colour newsletter, for Highbridge and Burnham-on-Sea, circulation 2,000. Target audience is local people and those hard to reach people who may not know of or be involved in community activities and events taking place in the area. Will be available to download from Burnham-on-Sea.com and given out to others by hand.

6. Date and time of next meeting
AGM – 3.00pm, Thursday 29th May 2008, Apex Office.

Diary dates:
· Breathing Places sub-group meeting – Monday 21st April, 11.00am, Apex Park Office.

Plug Planting days: Wednesday 23rd April (with school group for part of day)

Thursday 24th April (with school groups for part of day) 

Saturday 26th April with various groups (subject to confirmation)

· PlayDay – 6th August 

· AGM – 29th May 

· River Brue Festival – 2nd & 3rd August

· Environment Agency fishing events at Apex – 3rd August & 14th September

· Tour of Britain – 9th September 

