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MINUTES

Friends of Apex Park Improvements Group

Wednesday 18th April 2007 at 3.00pm

at

Apex Park,  Highbridge

Present:
Joyce Beard, Tony Lynham, Derek Chivers, Elieen Picton, Stan Smith, Jane Smith, Mary Draper, Chris Bees (Supervisor, Clean Surroundings) Dave Aggett, (Clean Surroundings) Kate Avery, (SDC) Harley Cook (SDC).

1. Apologies - Fay Burston, Patrick Stokes

2. Minutes of last meeting – Wednesday 7th March were agreed as a true and accurate account

3. Park Ranger Office/Information Point – Update. Members inspected the progress made on the Information Point. HC reported Cindy Tee, Tourism Manager at SDC has offered to supply a computer table, meeting table, leaflet dispenser rack and some display boards.  Need for 10 – 15 stackable chairs and desk for park ranger. Tea and coffee making will be possible and a fridge and microwave are to be supplied. Broadband connection is to be installed. Postcode for the base will be TA8 1NQ.

A set of keys for the information panels outside the office will be left in the office for Friends to be able to change/update information. Park Ranger / Information Point will have roll down shutters, which are lockable.  

Members of the group were pleased about progress made and the amount of space the Office/Information Point provides.  Future Friends meetings could be held in the office. Sandwich board could be placed outside with blackboard to make it easy for park visitors to see when the Information Point is open.  JB wishes to draw up a rota to staff the Information Point with other members and this was supported by DC, SS and JS. JB is available to staff the Information Point on Thursdays and the group would need further discussion to decide other times they wish to volunteer at the base.  Once list of volunteers has been decided Friends group should provide list to HC for insurance purposes. The Park Ranger when appointed will also be based at the office.

4. Green Flag Award - Update 

HC took the group through the Field Assessment Feedback from last year’s Green Flag Award submission when Apex Park narrowly missed gaining the award. Points highlighted such as better signage have since been addressed so the group is hopeful of gaining the Award this year.

Member of public approached Group whilst they were looking at issues around park and requested sign or some form of deterrent to stop cyclists coming down the slope at the estuary end. HC suggested some form of staggered barriers

Action -  DA/HC to investigate installation of bigger toilet sign, replacing flag at entrance. HC to investigate pipe extension to lake, to check on installation of filter grid, and to investigate staggered barriers.
5. Park User Survey

HC suggested that with the opening of the Information Point it provided an ideal opportunity and base from which to conduct a park user Customer Survey over the summer months. Results of the survey help indicate what people think of the park facilities. Members agreed to help carry out the survey. The survey would be similar to those carried out in previous years.

Action – KA/HC to check questions on previous survey and to provide Friends Group/Information Point with copies of the survey. Friends Group to help carry out the survey during the summer months.

6. Any other business

6.1 Dog leaflet – HC photo shoot needs to be arranged. Once this is done the dog leaflet will be able to be printed. KA to arrange photo shoot, if possible with people/dogs used in original shoot.  Recommendation to put leaflet on the website.

6.2 Gate sign Request that sign is put up at car park entrance saying ‘Gates locked at Dusk’. HC to check on whereabouts of original sign 

6.3 Playday – JB reported she had received an invite from Rosie Pike, SCC for meeting about Playday on Tuesday 15th May, Highbridge Community Centre, 7.30pm start. Other members expressed an interest in attending.

6.4   It was reported that Vi Chick is resigning from the group.

7. Date and Time of next meeting

· AGM, Wednesday 6th June, Gospel Hall at 3.15pm. Possibility to hold in Park Ranger Office / Information Point if ready in time.

   STOP PRESS:  Green Flag Judges scheduled to inspect Apex Park on Monday 21st May 2007

