[image: image1.png]



MINUTES

Friends of Apex Park Improvements Group

Wednesday 22nd August, 3.15pm

At

Apex Park Office, off Marine Drive, Highbridge

Present:
Joyce Beard (JB), Jean Hinton (JH), Clive Cheesley (CC), Derek Chivers (DC), Fay Burston (FB), Stan Smith (SS), Patricia Short (PS), Dan Eshghi (DE), Dave Aggett (DA)



1. Apologies Mary Draper, Eileen Picton, Harley Cook, Keith Hinton, Jane Smith, Tony Lynham
2. Notes of previous Meeting  
Attendance record amended. 

Agenda item 6. Amendment: JB did not agree to be on Breathing Places sub-group, but would attend to stand in for other members who could not make the subgroup meeting.

With these amendments made the minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed off as a true and accurate account.

Matters arising:

PlayDay

Successful PlayDay held on 1st August with approximately 1,000 children attending. DC said it was nice to get a personal thank you. Press coverage – Burnham-on-sea.com, on Sedgemoor District Council website and press release issued. Newspapers did not seem to cover which was disappointing. Friends comments will be fed back into PlayDay Committee when it next meets.

Toilets

RADAR key was borrowed from Tourist Information Centre for PlayDay. £10.00 charge to purchase a key, Park Office should purchase key to help people who want to use toilet/baby change.

Bird Box Day

DE running bird box day on 23rd August 2pm to 4pm. DE poster on notice board outside park, JB put in paper and Burnham-on-sea.com who are also sending a photographer to cover.  Friends who can help are JB and SS, JH.

Printer ink, DE spoken to SDC I.T. they do not supply ink and so must be purchased separately for printer.  

Pedestrian Crossing request

JB read draft letter to be sent by Friends Group to Chris Betty, Somerset Highways. Group approved letter content.

Park Security

DC reported that travellers had been moved on from park last week. JB asked about possibility of a trench being dug. DC reported used for carnivals and also used at events to help with overflow parking.

3. Raising the Green Flag at Apex Park
KA reported HC had now received the Green Flag from the Civic Trust. A flag raising ceremony will take place in September with date to be confirmed, to which members of the Friends Group will be invited.

4. Breathing Places update
TL has spoken to Sanders and has price for supply of Yellow Rattle seed, which can be compared on prices HC has. Sanders are happy to produce contents of the wildflower interpretation panel; Group would need to arrange surrounding housing for the panel and installation.

KA reported Breathing Places sub-group have met, and decided on Wednesday 3rd October as the seed sowing day. Draft letter for the schools and programme for day produced, JB read draft letter to Group. FB recommended inclusion of return by date to prompt response. JB recommended that contact details for schools should be KA. With these amendments Group approved letter, KA to sign on behalf of JB and send to schools for start of term.

Friends who can help on the day JH, DC, SS (am only), FB (pm only), further details to be sent to volunteers when confirmed with schools.

DA arranging for hay cut to take place late September to prepare meadow area for day. 

SS has taken photographs of the wildflower meadow in present condition so can document progress of project which will help in final report to grant funders.

5. Training Day
Training has been arranged for Thursday 6th September 12.45pm – 4.30pm at Apex Park Office. Letter has been sent to all Friends with details of day and request for response by 31st August 2007. To date Friends able to attend; JH, TL, FB, JB, JS, DC. 

6. Sticky Wicket visit
Visit on Thursday 13th September. List of names taken at meeting, Friends who wish to attend must confirm place by 31st August with KA, as numbers required for booking minibus.  Meet 10.00am Apex car park on day. 

7. Any other business

· BMX event taking place Bank Holiday weekend. DE has been asked to put tape around trees near fence to protect them. One panel will be taken out of the BMX fencing so people can walk through to trade stands.

· DE reported fishing bays have degraded in condition and require attention, no mesh or base to stations. CC thought shuttering and concrete would be one solution and that tarmac on slipway also requires attention. Chris Bees (CB) and HC to discuss longer term solution.  
· DE reported knotweed area, which was cleared earlier this year has self seeded into a pleasant area. 

· DE reported he finishes work at end of next week, as the post of Apex ranger cannot be agreed.  

The Group thought it must be cost effective to have a warden working at Apex Park, that the Green Flag would not have been gained for the Park without such a staff presence and it would be retrograde step for the Park and chances of retaining the Green Flag for next year not to have warden in post. 

DA reported it is the intention to have a permanent ranger employed to help look after Apex Park but that this has not been straightforward. The post is not in the current staffing structure and there are various issues in creating a new post, including the need for the post to go through the vacant jobs panel to be approved prior to the position being advertised. It is hoped that if approved this position would be filled by early spring 2008.  The Group hoped that DE may be in a position to apply for the post at that time. 

DC acting as spokesman for Group requested that DE contract is extended until 5th October, after the wildflower meadow seed sowing day and this to be recorded in the minutes. DA to feedback Group’s response to Roger Wilkin, Interim Manager of Clean Surrounding and to CB, KA to feedback to HC.

· SS asked about the cycle sign coming off the River Brue. KA reported sign now arrived and would arrange to have installed.

· JH requested the security light outside Apex Office has a lower wattage bulb installed as very bright.  KA to speak to Bill Smith, SDC to request change.

· CC asked on progress of tree to commemorate Brian Wiles.  DA reported that he had purchased a tree but when it arrived from the nursery was found not to be a good standard. DA will continue looking for tree to plant late September.  

· Model Boat Club has event rescheduled for late September. KA to contact Russ Chilcott for details of day to display on Apex Information boards.

·  Community Consultation Day, Morland Hall 22nd September. KA to give TL Apex leaflets for day. Friends group no resources to man stand on the date.

· Dog Walking leaflet. SS took brighter picture for front of leaflet. Leaflet now ready to print.

8. Date of next meeting

To be decided on visit to Sticky Wicket. JB wishes meetings be moved to a Thursday in future.

Diary

· Friends Group visit to Sticky Wicket, Dorset: Thursday 13th September. Meet 10.00am car park

